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Restoration

The Fullness of the Gospel





We solemnly proclaim that God loves His children

in every nation of the world. God the

Father has given us the divine birth, the incomparable

life, and the infinite atoning sacrifice of His Beloved

Son, Jesus Christ. By the power of the Father, Jesus

rose again and gained the victory over death. He is our

Savior, our Exemplar, and our Redeemer.

Two hundred years ago, on a beautiful spring morning

in 1820, young Joseph Smith, seeking to know which

church to join, went into the woods to pray near his

home in upstate New York, USA. He had questions regarding

the salvation of his soul and trusted that God

would direct him.

Proclamation on the Restoration.



Joseph Smith’s Handwritten Account: 1832



and when I considered upon these things my heart exclaimed 

well hath the wise man said the <it is a> fool <that> saith in 

his heart there is no God my heart exclaimed all all these bear 

testimony and bespeak an omnipotant and omnipreasant

power a being who makith Laws and decreeeth and bindeth all 

things in their bounds who filleth Eternity who was and is and 

will be from all Eternity to Eternity and when <I> considered 

all these things and that <that> being seeketh such to worshep

him as worship him in spirit and in truth therefore I cried unto 

the Lord for mercy for there was none else to whom I could go 

and to obtain mercy and the Lord heard my cry in the 

wilderness

1832 Account



and while in <the> attitude of calling upon the Lord 

<in the 16th year of my age> a piller of fire light 

above the brightness of the sun at noon day come 

down from above and rested upon me and I was 

filled with the spirit of god and the <Lord> opened 

the heavens upon me and I saw the Lord16 and he 

spake unto me saying Joseph <my son> thy sins are 

forgiven thee. go thy <way> walk in my statutes and 

keep my commandments behold I am the Lord of 

glory I was crucifyed for the world that all those who 

believe on my name may have Eternal life <behold> 

the world lieth in sin and at this time and none doeth 

good no not one they have turned asside from the 

gospel and keep not <my> commandments they draw 

near to me with their lips while their hearts are far 

from me

1832 Account, continued



1832 Account, transcription

and mine anger is kindling against the inhabitants of the 

earth to visit them acording to thir ungodliness and to 

bring to pass that which <hath> been spoken by the mouth 

of the prophets and Ap[o]stles17 behold and lo I come 

quickly as it [is?] written of me in the cloud <clothed> in 

the glory of my Father and my soul was filled with love 

and for many days I could rejoice with great Joy and the 

Lord was with me but could find none that would believe 

the hevnly vision nevertheless I pondered these things in 

my heart1



and looked around, but saw no person or thing that was 

calculated to produce the noise of walking, I kneeled again 

my mouth was opened and my toung liberated, and I called 

on the Lord in mighty prayer, a pillar of fire appeared 

above my head, it presently rested down upon my <me> 

head, and filled me with joy unspeakable, a personage 

appeard in the midst, of this pillar of flame which was 

spread all around, and yet nothing consumed, another 

personage soon appeard like unto the first, he said unto me 

thy sins are forgiven thee, he testifyed unto me that Jesus 

Christ is the son of God;70 <and I saw many angels in this 

vision> I was about 14. years old when I received this first 

communication; When I was about 17 years old I saw 

another vision of angels,

November 1835  to a visitor in 

Kirtland
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We further witness that Joseph Smith was given the

gift and power of God to translate an ancient record:

the Book of Mormon—Another Testament of Jesus

Christ. Pages of this sacred text include an account of

the personal ministry of Jesus Christ among people in

the Western Hemisphere soon after His Resurrection.

It teaches of life’s purpose and explains the doctrine of

Christ, which is central to that purpose. As a companion

scripture to the Bible, the Book of Mormon testifies

that all human beings are sons and daughters of a loving

Father in Heaven, that He has a divine plan for our

lives, and that His Son, Jesus Christ, speaks today as

well as in days of old.

Proclamation on the Restitution.



Joseph Knight Sr. Reminiscence



He instructed Joseph to purify his heart and 

strengthen his mind to receive the record. “If ever 

these sacred things are obtained they must be by 

prayer and faithfulness in obeying the Lord,” 

Moroni explained. “They are not deposited here 

for the sake of accumulating gain and wealth for 

the glory of this world. They were sealed by the 

prayer of faith.”22

Joseph asked when he could have the plates.

“The twenty-second day of September next,” 

Moroni said, “if you bring the right person with 

you.”

“Who is the right person?” Joseph asked.

“Your oldest brother.”

Standard of Truth, p. 26-27.

Ever



He died a short time later, and sorrow settled over the house. At the 

funeral, a preacher all but said Alvin had gone to hell, using his death to 

warn others of what would happen unless God intervened to save them. 

Joseph Sr. was furious. His son had been a good young man, and he could 

not believe that God would damn him.28

With Alvin gone, talk of the plates ended. He had been such a staunch 

supporter of Joseph’s divine call that any mention of them brought his 

death to mind. The family could not bear it.

Standard of Truth, p. 29.



“You must take them into your hands and go straight to the house 

without delay,” the angel had said, “and lock them up.”30

At the hill, Joseph pried up the rock, reached into the stone box, 

and lifted out the plates. A thought then crossed his mind: the 

other items in the box were valuable and ought to be hidden 

before he went home. He set the plates down and turned to cover 

the box. But when he returned to the plates, they were gone. 

Alarmed, he fell to his knees and pleaded to know where they 

were.

Moroni appeared and told Joseph that he had failed to follow 

directions again. Not only had he set the plates down before 

safely securing them, he had also let them out of his sight. As 

willing as the young seer was to do the Lord’s work, he was not 

yet able to protect the ancient record.

Standard of Truth, p. 29.

h…………………

A year later:  



In September 1826, Joseph returned to the hill for the plates, but 

Moroni said he was still not ready for them. “Quit the company of 

the money diggers,” the angel told him. There were wicked men 

among them.9 Moroni gave him one more year to align his will 

with God’s. If he did not, the plates would never be entrusted to 

him.

The angel also told him to bring someone with him next time. It 

was the same request he had made at the end of Joseph’s first 

visit to the hill. But since Alvin was dead, Joseph was confused.

“Who is the right person?” he asked.

“You will know,” Moroni said.

Joseph sought the Lord’s direction through his seer stone. The 

right person, he learned, was Emma.

Standard of Truth, p. 34.



A short time later, Joseph and Emma came into the house. Lucy 

looked to see if Joseph had the plates but left the room trembling 

when she saw his empty hands.

Joseph followed her. “Mother,” he said, “do not be uneasy.” He 

handed her an object wrapped in a handkerchief. Through the 

fabric, Lucy felt what seemed to be a large pair of spectacles. 

They were the Urim and Thummim, the seer stones the Lord had 

prepared for translating the plates.

Stamdard pf Truth, p. 38.



Lucy was elated. Joseph looked as if a great weight had been lifted 

off his shoulders. But when he joined the others in the house, he 

made a sad face and ate his breakfast in silence. After he finished, 

he leaned his head forlornly on his hand. “I am disappointed,” he 

said to Joseph Knight.

“Well,” the older man said, “I am sorry.”

“I am greatly disappointed,” Joseph repeated, his expression 

changing to a smile. “It is ten times better than I expected!” He 

went on to describe the size and weight of the plates and talked 

excitedly about the Urim and Thummim.

“I can see anything,” he said. “They are marvelous.”27

Standard of Truth, p. 39.

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/%23note27










The initial scribes for the lost 

manuscript 

 Emma Smith

 Alva Hale (Emma’s older brother}

 Reuben Hale (Emma/s younger brother)

 Samuel Smith (Joseph’s younger brother)

 Martin Harris until about June 14, 1828



What were the Interpreters?

 Lucy Mack Smith saw and handled through thin cloth

 Lucy heard Joseph describe them

 “’keys’ of triangular shape—’three cornered 

diamonds’”.

 “set in curved frames”

 “’connected with each other in much the same way, as 

old-fashioned spectacles’”

 Don Bradley, The Lost 116 Pages” (2019) pp. 45-53.



Don Bradley, The Lost 116 Pages, p. 49



Don Bradley, The Lost 116 Pages. p. 50



Old Fashioned Spectacles



Late May 1829 Oliver Cowdery

begins to act as scribe. 



Seer Stone





Proclamation on Restoration

We affirm that under the direction of the Father and the 

Son, heavenly messengers came to instruct Joseph andre-

establish the Church of Jesus Christ. The resurrected John 

the Baptist restored the authority to baptize by immersion 

for the remission of sins. Three of the original twelve 

Apostles—Peter, James, and John—restoredthe apostleship 

and keys of priesthood authority. Others came as well, 

including Elijah, who restored theauthority to join families 

together forever in eternal relationships that transcend 

death.



On April 6, 1830, Joseph and Oliver met in the Whitmer home 

to follow the Lord’s commandment and organize His church. To 

fulfill the requirements of the law, they chose six people to 

become the first members of the new church. Around forty 

women and men also crowded into and around the small home 

to witness the occasion.21

Standard of Truth, p. 85

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/%23note21


Organization of Church, April 6, 

1830

History, 1838–1856, volume A-1 [23 December 

1805–30 August 1834], Handwriting  James 

Mulholland



Having opened the meeting by solemn prayer to our Heavenly 
Father we proceeded, (according to previous commandment) to 
call on our brethren to know whether they accepted us as their 
teachers in the things of the Kingdom of God, and whether they 
were satisfied that we should proceed and be organized as a 
Church according to said commandment which we had received. 
To these they consented by an unanimous vote. I then laid my 
hands upon Oliver Cowdery and ordained him an Elder of the 
[HC 1:77] “Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.” after 
which he ordained me also to the office of an Elder of said 
Church. We then took bread, blessed it, and brake it with them, 
also wine, blessed it, and drank it with them. We then laid our 
hands on each individual member of the Church present that 
they might receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, and be confirmed
members of the Church of Christ. The Holy Ghost was poured 
out upon us to a very great degree. Some prophesied, whilst we 
all praised the Lord and rejoiced exceedingly. Whilst yet 
together I received the following commandment.

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-a-1-23-december-1805-30-august-1834/43%233499680391758557690
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-a-1-23-december-1805-30-august-1834/43%237410570081730353129
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-a-1-23-december-1805-30-august-1834/43%237917847486426453653
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-a-1-23-december-1805-30-august-1834/43%2315201601758581462790
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-a-1-23-december-1805-30-august-1834/43%2311096591003800523150
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-a-1-23-december-1805-30-august-1834/43%235602724180387217212




Elijah Restores Keys

After Elias departed, Joseph and Oliver had another 
glorious vision. They saw Elijah, the Old Testament 
prophet who ascended to heaven in a chariot of fire.

“The time has fully come, which was spoken of by the 
mouth of Malachi,” Elijah declared, referring to the Old 
Testament prophecy that he would turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children and the children to the fathers.

“The keys of this dispensation are committed into your 
hands,” Elijah continued, “and by this ye may know that 
the great and dreadful day of the Lord is near, even at the 
doors.”24

Standard of Truth, p. 240-241.

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/%23note24


Manifestation at Kirtland Temple 

Dedication

Benjamin Brown, letter to Dear wife [Sarah M. Brown], circa 1836 April



With reverence and gratitude, we as His Apostles invite

all to know—as we do—that the heavens are open.

We affirm that God is making known His will for His

beloved sons and daughters. We testify that those who

prayerfully study the message of the Restoration and

act in faith will be blessed to gain their own witness of

its divinity and of its purpose to prepare the world for

the promised Second Coming of our Lord and Savior,

Jesus Christ.

Proclamation on the Restoration. 


